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Ethics is crucial in research generally. Its role in agricultural research has to do with the applica-
tion of moral rules and professional codes of conduct to the collection, analysis, reporting and
publication of information in the field of agriculture. Respect for persons is an important ethical
norm that should guide researcher-farmer relationship. To respect persons means to respect
their values, belief and choices; it also means not to use persons as mere resources. Ethics also
aims to eliminate misconducts in agricultural research; this it does by rejecting such practices
as fabrication, falsification, or plagiarism in proposing, performing or reporting research re-
sults. Research misconducts are practices that deviate from those normally accepted within
the scholarly or scientific community, that is, deviations from the moral norms of honesty, ve-
racity and integrity, which are essential to responsible conduct of research. Conscious effort

must be made, therefore, to teach ethical norms in agricultural research.
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